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Choosing your automated driveway gate  

 
Automated Driveway Gates.  
First select a driveway gate style. Whether you choose a single swing, a bi-parting pair or a sliding 
gate will decide the type of automatic gate opener you'll need. 
 
Automated driveway gate Openers  
Select your automatic gate opener based on your gate swing type, the usage the gate will get, and 
your budget. Solar powered openers are also available. 
 

Access Controls  
You'll need at least a remote clicker and receiver to enter the gate. For visitors to your home there are 
a variety of remote entry solutions available. 

 

Automatic Iron and Steel Gates & Automation Equipment  
Wrought iron automatic driveway gates and equipment made to measure with a supply and 
installation service. We have a large range of Wrought iron, Aluminium and Wooden gates to choose 
form and all automatic operators whether ‘Above Ground’ or ‘Below Ground’ would be suitable and 
dependent on the location and ground criteria.  
 

Automatic gates will include a driveway gate, an automatic gate opener, remote access controls, and 
exit controls. Options to add additional security measures such as Intercom, lighting and cameras can 
be installed to complement the system. 
 
 

The equipment needed to operate automatic driveway iron gates explained 
here. 
 
What is an automatic gate opener? An automatic gate opener is the motorized arm that opens and 
closes a driveway gate. A circuit board receives a signal from a keypad or a clicker and the automatic 
gate opener opens or closes the gate.  
 
What are access controls? Access controls allow you to grant or deny entry through your driveway 
gate. Clickers or hand held remotes are radio transmitters similar to a garage door opener.  
 

Keypads allow visitors without clickers to enter the property with a numeric code. They have memory 
for several different codes so that certain codes may be reserved for family, and others given to 
visitors such as regular delivery drivers and meter readers. 
 
Exit Sensors allow visitors to open the automatic gate to leave the property. A keypad on the inside 
or a simple push button will open the gate. A exit sensor, buried alongside the driveway about 85' 
from the gate that detects (metal) vehicles and opens the automatic gate is more convenient but It will 
also sense a lawn mower etc. so may not be the best choice for every situation.  
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Safety as part of the automatic gate system. Photo Eyes or a similar devise to stop the gate from 
closing, or reverse its motion if a vehicle is slow to clear the automatic gate is recommended. 

 
 
Intercoms A simple intercom allows communication and the ability to open the gate from inside the 
house.  
 
Telephone Entry Systems can ring all the phones in the house with a distinctive ring and entry can 
be granted with the push of a telephone button. 
 
We also supply and install both domestic and commercial CCTV security systems. 
 
How much does an automated driveway gate cost?  Cost of supplying and installing electrically 
operated driveway gates vary for many reasons, such as uneven ground, amount of ground work 
required, drainage issues, difficulty and distance in cabling the power supply and different styles of 
gates and post. 

 

 

Example of Gate Installation: 
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Example of different Gate Operators: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Master Lift  ‐ ‘Below Ground’ mechanism. 

Suitable for all types of gate and offers a discreet 

operator as only the actuator arm is attached to the 

gate. Requires ground work to ‘sink’ the box. 

Needs drainage considerations in very wet ground. 

Although a sealed unit, prolonged submersion will 

reduce the life of the unit.. 

CAME ‘Stylo’  ‐ Swing arm Actuator   

Compact and a 24v unit. Suitable for mounting on 

pillars/posts where restrictions might apply. 

Maintenance free unit and very robust.                              

Frog J – ‘Below Ground’ mechanism 

New slim line style and fully water 

tight. Shallow fitting so suitable 

where ground depth is restricted 

Very robust unit and used for 

heavier gate styles. 

 

CAME – Sliding Gate mechanism 

Sliding gate mechanisms are usually ‘Above Ground’ 

to be able to locate the slide but there are options to 

allow ‘Below Ground’ if a low profile or vandal proof 

option is required. Can be used with large gate spans 

and with heavier barrier style gates. 
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Automatic Gate FAQ 

What does an automated gate system cost?  

The total cost of an automated gate system depends on a number of factors. But the main 
items which can dramatically affect the price are the gates and the amount of groundwork 
involved.  

Can I do the system in stages?  

Yes, each installation is split three main sections:  

 Ground & building work  
 Gates & support posts  
 Automation equipment  

We often carry out installations in stages so as to accommodate customer’s budgets or 
schedules.  

Will I need new Gates?  

If you currently have gates, then they can usually be modified to allow automation. However 
the age and strength of the gate will depend on the amount of modification and the additional 
cost involved. Some customers find it more economical just to buy new gates.  

Automatic gates are built to work with the operator and will be stable throughout use. Gates 
that have not been made with automation in mind may sway, or swing less stable in 
operation. This can affect the performance and life expectancy of the system.  

 

      Can I do any of the work myself?  

We are happy with customers doing part of or all of the work themselves. 

 

We can complete the whole installation for you, or supply you a kit to allow you to do it 
yourself.  

If a customer wants to do part of the job themselves (i.e. running cables, ground work) then 
drawings and specifications will be provided. 

How long does it take to get a system?  

If all the required items are in stock and the gates are in situ then the system could be 
installed in a few days. However time should be allowed for items such as gates and their 
auxiliary items to be manufactured and installed and any ground work to be completed.  

Does power need to be run to the gates?  

Yes, A 230V - 32 Amp dedicated supply is normally suitable 
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 (Normally an RCBO is installed to protect with disconnect and over current protection) 

 

Will I need a builder?  

We have our own in house builders to complete your building needs (ground work, hanging 
gates, building walls, paving, drive work etc). This service is very useful as our team is highly 
experienced and therefore a more accurate job is often achieved first time.  

Can I only have the gates offered?  

Customers can have "off the shelf" gates or sit down with us and design their own in metal or 
timer. All bespoke gates are treated to protect them from external elements.  

What sort of gate is right for me?  

If a customer is having a new gate with their installation then we will always sit down with 
them and go though the options.  

Normally the main considerations are:  

 Security.  
 Aesthetics.  
 Privacy  
 Type of automation wanted  

 

Are my existing support posts/piers suitable?  

Unless the posts/piers where designed for automatic gates, they will normally need 
modification to some degree to support the operators for the automated system. If the pillars 
are old or were not designed for automatic gates, we would always recommend strengthening 
them.  

 

 

Are the gates secure when closed?  

Automatic gates tend to be secure when closed. But it depends on type of operators being 
used and the type of gates. Security can be increased by the user of supplementary locks 
(magnetic locks etc.) on top of the standard operator locking.  

What is the range on the fobs?  

A typical range for fobs is up to around 85 meters. This can be affected by environmental 
conditions. The range can be increased by using larger aerials and boosters.  

How reliable can a system be?  
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The reliability of a system depends on the quality of the components used, the quality of the 
build and the environmental conditions. The reliability is also affected by how often the system 
is serviced.  

If the system is installed properly and quality components are used, there is no reason why 
the system should not last for years.  

Can the gates close on a car or person?  

It is always possible if the object is moving quickly though the gates but with the correct 
positioning of sensors the possibility of this happening can be greatly reduced. It is worth 
nothing that most operators have an inbuilt safety feature, where if too much pressure is 
being asserted by the gates then a safety pin within the operators will snap and prevent too 
much damage from occurring.  

Most damage we come across tends to be from vehicles driving into the gates, so sensors 
should be positioned to prevent this happening as much as possible.  

What happens when visitors or deliveries come?  

There are numerous methods available, ranging though (keypads, buttons and automatic 
sensors etc)  

The use of video/audio intercoms provides one of the best solutions for both security and 
convenience.  

But ultimately it depends on the situation of the gates and security needed for each particular 
site.  

How do my visitors leave?  

There are numerous methods available, ranging though (keypads, buttons and automatic 
sensors etc)  

It depends on the situation of the gates and security needed for each particular site.  

 

 

 

How do my gates close?  

Gates can be sent to automatically close when the vehicle or person passes a certain point, 
after a set amount of time or when the user presses a button. Other options are available, for 
further information please contacts us.  

How do we get in or out if there is a fault?  

All Systems have a manual backup feature of some description. Some automatically switch to 
manual when a fault is detected; others require the use of an override release key to enable 
manual operation.  
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Do automatic gates need maintenance?  

All automated gate systems, no matter what the environment will need some form of 
maintenance each year. The amount and type of maintenance will depend on the system.  

Who will look after my system?  

We recommend that automated gate systems are regularly checked and serviced at least 
annually.  

Our service personal will be happy to arrange servicing visits for either our own systems or 
other peoples.  

Do you maintain other peoples systems?  

Yes. We are happy to service, repair and maintain systems that were not installed by 
ourselves.  

What happens during a power cut?  

Most Gate operators have a manual release. Which “unlocks” the gate and allows it to be 
pushed open? 
 
We can install a backup power device that allows the gate to operate normally during a power 
outage.  

 


